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Location: IALS, London  
Date: 14 March 2014  
Time: 14:00 – 17:30pm  
 

Programme  
 
 for the ‘Urban Law Day’  

 
‘Urban development and the law: setting a research agenda  

 
Purpose  
 
The Urban Law Day is a specialised forum aiming to bring together a multidisciplinary circle of 
academics and practitioners interested in urban legislation, including planners, architects, 
policy makers, economists, urbanists and lawyers. The purpose of the Urban Law Day is to 
facilitate multidisciplinary discussion, the exchange of views, networking and the presentation 
of new research findings or emerging issues.  
 
The specific purpose of the Urban Law Day 2014 is a) to launch the cooperation between the 
IALS and UN-Habitat and b) to define and consolidate, through open discussion, the medium 
term priorities of a research agenda in urban law.  
 
13:30 – 14:00pm: Registration  
 
14:00 – 14:10 pm 
Robert Lewis Lettington, Unit Leader - Urban Legislation, Urban Legislation, Land and 
Governance Branch 
 ‘Planning	law	and	human	settlements:	UN‐Habitat's	New	Urban	Agenda’ 
 
14:10 – 14:20 pm 
Dr. Maria Mousmouti, co-Director, Sir William Dale Legislative Drafting Clinic, Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies, University of London (UK), Executive Director, Centre for European 
Constitutional Law (Greece) 
‘Effectiveness	of	legislation	as	a	challenge	for	development’	
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Panel discussion 
The panel discussion examines major drivers that underpin urban development. Each panel 
addresses one of these drivers (economy, social development) by highlighting substantive 
concerns and their interaction with the rule of law. One speaker is expected to discuss the 
priorities, challenges and policy concerns for each dimension from the point of view of urban 
planning and development, while the second speaker is expected to discuss the ways in which 
legislation can resolve or accommodate these issues. Open discussion will follow. 
 
Chair: Anne Klen/Robert Lewis Lettington/Maria Mousmouti  
 
Panel 1: Urban development and the economy  
14:20- 15:10pm 
 
Speakers:  
Edesio Fernandes, Legal Consultant, DPU Associates; Member of the Teaching Faculty of the 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 
	‘Urban	 development:	 who	 pays,	 and	 how	 ‐	 Law,	 planning,	 management,	 and	
property	markets’	
 
Lara Kinneir, Urban Governance Hub Coordinator, UN Habitat UNI, and Course Leader, MA 
Spatial Planning and Urban Design at the CASS Faculty of Art, Architecture and Design  
‘People,	Place	and	Process’	
 
Open Discussion  
 
Panel 2: Urban development, private investment and regulation  
15:10- 16:00pm 
 
Speakers: 
 
Timothy Pugh/Mukhtiar Tanda, Partners, Berwin Leighton Paisner BLP  
‘Private	sector	investment	–	role	(sic)	of	law	and	regulation”	
 
Prof. Dr. Helen Xanthaki, Professor of Law and Legislative Studies, Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies, School of Advanced Study, University of London  
‘Quality	of	urban	legislation’	
 
Open Discussion  
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Panel 3: Social dimensions of urban development: the right to the city and 
inclusion 
 
16:00- 16:50pm 
 
Speakers: 
Marius Pieterse, Professor of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg; joint global 
co-ordinator, International Research Group on Law and Urban Space (IRGLUS) 
	‘Inclusion	and	Access	to	the	City’	
 
Hayley Rogers, Parliamentary Counsel and Good Law project lead, Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel  
‘Good	law:	its	contribution	to	inclusion’	
 
Open Discussion  
 
16:50 – 17:30  
Conclusions:	setting	a	research	agenda	and	defining	research	priorities		
 
17:30 – 18:30 Reception  
 
 
 
 
Background to the Urban Law Day  
 
The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies and UN-Habitat announced their collaboration in 
advancing academic knowledge and furthering a joint research agenda in the area of urban 
law.  
 
The quality of human settlements and urban governance affects greatly the quality of life of 
individuals. Choices made in relation to urban settlements often have negative or positive 
impacts on social justice, good governance, democratic decision making, economic 
development, the respect of fundamental rights, transparency and affect the lives and choices 
of million of people. 
 
Good urban governance is characterized by sustainability, equity, efficiency, transparency and 
accountability, security, civic engagement and citizenship. Law plays a major role in urban 
governance in a number of ways: it defines conditions for access to land, infrastructure, 
housing, basic services; it lays out the rules for planning and decision making; it affects the 
improvement of livelihoods and living conditions by setting requirements for urban development 
initiatives and sets the context within which urban authorities, local governments and 
communities are expected to fulfil their mandate and react to emerging challenges. Outdated, 
complex, rigid and ineffective legislation often does not reflect urban reality, is not adequate to 
address existing problems, discourages development and compels citizens and administrators 
to informality and corruption as a way to access basic services. Good urban legislation is 
therefore a prerequisite for good urban governance. 
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Urban law presents several unique features: on the one hand, it is broad and multidisciplinary 
because it deals with different aspects of life in urban settlements; secondly, it encompasses 
provisions from distinct areas of law that serve distinct purposes and need to function as a 
coherent whole in order to be effective. Last but not least, these provisions have an important 
impact on peoples’ lives and highlight the challenge of having to be, at the same time, 
responsive to the dynamics of urban growth while respecting the rule of law. These and other 
features of urban law and the multiple challenges it presents will be explored in the first Urban 
Law Day.  
 
Organisers  
 

The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies is part of the School of 
Advanced Study of the University of London with the mandate to promote research facilitation, 
advance innovation, and bridge research between academy and the professions. The Institute 
produces its own high impact research, and contributes to the generation and development of 
high impact research by others.  

The Institute brings together academic researchers, students, judges and legal practitioners 
from diverse backgrounds, enabling important opportunities for cross-fertilisation and has 
leadership involvement in strong networks both discipline-based and spanning geographical 
and jurisdictional differences.  

Through its research projects and programmes the IALS leads and shapes research agendas, 
facilitates the identification of new research horizons and facilitates debate by providing 
opportunities and resources for cutting-edge research.  
 

The United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) was established by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations by its resolution 32/162 of 19 December 1977 and transformed into a 
Programme by its resolution 56/206 of 21 December 2001. It has its Headquarters in Nairobi, 
Kenya. UN-HABITAT is the coordinating agency within the United Nations System for human 
settlement activities, the focal point for the monitoring, evaluation and implementation of the 
Habitat Agenda, as well as the task manager of the human settlements chapter of Agenda 21, 
and, in collaboration with governments is responsible for promoting and consolidating 
collaboration with all partners, including local authorities and private and non-governmental 
organizations in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, Millennium Development Goal of 
significantly improving the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by the year 2020.  
 
 


