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THE NEW URBAN AGENDA 

What is the new Urban Agenda? 

Policy = the translation of government/international political priorities and 
principles into programmes and courses of action to deliver desired changes -
determines which societal goals to pursue and how 

Policy making is the fundamental activity of governments – determines who 
gets what, when and how 

Legislation = binding rules, one of the means to achieve policy objectives



HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITMENTS IN THE NEW 
URBAN AGENDA
The New Urban Agenda includes a number of commitments related to human rights. 

Thematic grouping of commitments: 

- equality, inclusion, human rights, poverty 

- governance 

- planning 

- rights to land 

- housing 

- basic services 

- economy and finance 

- environment, risk and resilience 



EXAMPLES 
12. We aim to achieve cities and human settlements where all persons are able to enjoy equal 
rights and opportunities, as well as their fundamental freedoms, guided by the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, including full respect for international law. 

….

14. To achieve our vision, we resolve to adopt a New Urban Agenda guided by the following 
interlinked principles: 

(a) Leave no one behind, by ending poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including the 
eradication of extreme poverty, by ensuring equal rights and opportunities, socioeconomic and 
cultural diversity, and integration in the urban space, by enhancing liveability, education, food 
security and nutrition, health and well-being, including by ending the epidemics of AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria, by promoting safety and eliminating discrimination and all forms of 
violence, by ensuring public participation providing safe and equal access for all, and by 
providing equal access for all to physical and social infrastructure and basic services, as well as 
adequate and affordable housing;



26. We commit ourselves to urban and rural development that is people-centred, 
protects the planet, and is age- and gender-responsive and to the realization of all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, facilitating living together, ending all forms of 
discrimination and violence, and empowering all individuals and communities while 
enabling their full and meaningful participation. We further commit ourselves to 
promoting culture and respect for diversity and equality as key elements in the 
humanization of our cities and human settlements. 



HOW CAN THESE COMMITMENTS BE MET? 

• by being integrated in existing national policies and legislation – aligning existing 
policies with these commitments 

• by formulating new policies that achieve these policy objectives  

However, this is a complex process

What tools can help? 



26 January, 2018

IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
a “neutral” and objective tool that allows the legislator to make  evidence-based 
decisions and to formulate effective rules / policies 

Offers a structured framework for the consideration of available options to 
address policy problems and the advantages and disadvantages associated to 
them



Statement or caption•… the budget •… the budget 1
• … competition• … competition2
• … SMEs• … SMEs3

•… geographical areas•… geographical areas4
• … vulnerable groups • … vulnerable groups 5
• … the public administration • … the public administration 6

What does IA examine? 

Impact on



HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Human Rights Impact Assessments are specialised instruments that examine the effect 
of policies, legislation, programs and projects on human rights

They provide a documented answer to the question of “how does a project, policy 
or intervention affect human rights?” 

They makes policy / lawmakers aware of the impact of their choices

They embed human rights thinking into policies, legislation, practices, procedures

Sources: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/equality-and-human-rights-impact-assessment-project; 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/PROJECTS/Resources/40940-1331068268558/HRIA_Web.pdf; 
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/issues_doc/human_rights/GuidetoHRIAM.pdf



WHEN TO CONDUCT IMPACT ASSESSMENTS? 

• Ex-ante = when policies are formulated 
and 
• Ex post = when policies are implemented 



BASIC STEPS OF HRIA

• Preparation = clarify the context of the assessment

• Screening = identify human rights issues in play and stakeholders that may be affected

• Scoping = outline options and scenarios and identify indicators - baseline assessment carried out 

• Evidence Gathering = collecting evidence about the impacts of the policy intervention

• Consultation = consultation with stakeholders to ensure legitimacy and validate findings

• Analysis = assessment of the human rights impacts of the policy intervention

• Conclusions and Recommendations = conclusions regarding impacts and recommendations for 
corrective action 

• Monitoring and Evaluation = assessment of HRIA to determine whether it has met its objectives

(Source: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/PROJECTS/Resources/40940-
1331068268558/HRIA_Web.pdf) 



A TWO STAGE PROCESS

1. Review existing policies/legislation to determine 
the degree of achievement of human rights
commitments - establish the baseline 
2. Set new goals – formulate new policies/legislation
– adjust existing policies



CAN THIS BE DONE AT LOCAL LEVEL? 
Impact assessments and human rights impact assessments are now used at all levels of governance 
– including the local level - Types of questions to be asked:

•What are the aims and intended effects of a policy /measure / legislation? 

•What human rights data is available in relation to this policy /measure / legislation? 

• How is the policy/measure /legislation aligned with the commitments included in the New Urban 
Agenda?

•Outcomes/findings of consultation that relate to human rights issues

•Cost implications or savings related to the implementation of the policy/measure/legislation 

• How does this proposal contribute to respect of fundamental rights/ equality

• What human rights impact will the implementation of this proposal have on the main stakeholders 
affected? Will it impact individual human rights? Evidence of impact and justification –
proportionality issues 

Source: 
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/council_government/equality_and_diversity/eqd_ehria.asp


