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Survey of holdings of foreign and international law materials in academic law libraries in the United Kingdom

Results and strategy for visits in 2001/2002

1
Survey methodology

The survey targeted 114 academic law libraries in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland and, in addition, the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth and the Advocates Library, Edinburgh (the law library of the National Library of Scotland). The names of the academic law libraries were taken from a list on the web site of the United Kingdom Centre for Legal Education, University of Warwick, which includes all universities and colleges in the UK teaching law at undergraduate level. Individual Cambridge University colleges are not listed so a trawl of the web sites of every college was made and the names of those offering law at undergraduate level were added to the mailing list. 116 questionnaires were distributed by post in early June 2001. The distribution was preceded by an alerting message on the lis-law e-mail discussion list, addressed to law librarians in UK universities and colleges. A reminder to respond to the survey was sent out on the e-mail discussion list towards the end of the response period in early July.

2
Responses

71 libraries responded (61% response rate). 45 stated that they had collections that met the criteria set out in the covering letter to the survey questionnaire: law made by any country in the world except England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland; law made by any international organisation except the European Union; primary sources of law only. 26 libraries responded that they did not possess relevant material. 45 libraries failed to respond. Details of the 116 libraries and how they responded are given in the appendix.

9 libraries that did not respond are thought to have significant foreign and international law collections. They are: All Souls, Oxford; London School of Economics (BLPES); Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London; University of East Anglia; University of Nottingham; University of Birmingham; University of Liverpool; University of Glasgow and University College of Swansea. It is recommended to the Project Management Committee that further enquiries be made with the law librarian at each of these libraries seeking information about their collections.

3
Selecting the libraries to visit

The survey questionnaire sought information about the holdings of material in three categories: a) the law of foreign countries, b) the law of international organisations and c) international law topics. Respondents could tick answers to subheadings under the three categories. The analysis of responses has been kept simple: the responses to each of the three categories have been kept separate. Each tick has been counted as one point. Any of the three categories having between 1 and 8 ticks was determined as ‘minor’; 9 to 15 ticks counted as ‘limited but significant’; 16 or more ticks counted as ‘substantial’. Categories for which there were no ticks were counted as ‘none’. The ratings for each library are given in the appendix.

It is recommended to the Project Management Committee that any library with a rating of ‘limited but significant’, or higher, in 2 or more of the 3 categories, should be visited. The 21 libraries that fulfil this criterion are marked ‘V’ in the list in the appendix. In addition, 8 libraries which do not fulfil this criterion but which are either geographically distant from other libraries or scored well in one category but not any other, might be included in the programme of visits – these 8 libraries are marked ‘V?’ in the appendix. If all the 9 libraries that failed to respond prove on further contact to possess significant collections and are added into the programme, the total programme would include 38 libraries. 

It is recommended that the 21 libraries marked ‘V’ in the appendix should be visited in the period 2001/2002. Any of the 9 major law libraries which did not respond to the questionnaire but which prove to have collections meeting the visit criteria, should be added to the visit list. The 8 libraries that do not fulfil the visit criteria, should be held on a waiting list and included in the visit programme at the discretion of the Project Manager, bearing in mind the time constraints on the project. 

South East (incl. London)

Respondents with collections

University name
Country
Int. Org.
Topic
Visit


Brunel
4 minor
1 minor
0 none


Kings College, London
22 subs
23 subs
11 sign
V

London Guildhall
18 subs
6 minor
10 sign
V

South Bank
5 minor
7 minor
3 minor


Southampton IHE
7 minor
6 minor
0 none


Thames Valley
10 sign
11 sign
4 minor
V

University of Buckingham
6 minor
6 minor
0 none


University College, London
10 sign
9 sign
0 none
V

University of East London
5 minor
0 none
2 minor

University of Essex
8 minor
12 sign
2 minor
V?

University of Hertfordshire
0 none
1 minor
0 none

University of Kent
37 subs
16 subs
8 minor
V

University of North London (law)
33 subs
3 minor
0 none
V?

University of North London (labour)
0 none
3 minor
0 none

University of Reading
8 minor
11 sign
6 minor
V?

University of Southampton
22 subs
9 sign
5 minor
V

University of Sussex
4 minor
13 sign
0 none
V?

Respondents without collections

Birkbeck College, London

Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, Oxford


Middlesex University

University of Greenwich

University of Luton

No response

All Souls, Oxford

Buckingham Chilterns University College

City University

Croydon College

Kingston University

London School of Economics (BLPES)

Oxford Brookes

Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London

University of Bournemouth

University of Brighton

University of Portsmouth

University of Surrey

South West

Respondents with collections

University name
Country
Int. Org.
Topic
Visit


University of Bristol
11 sign
22 subs
10 sign
V

University of Exeter
11 sign
16 subs
1 minor
V

No response

University of Plymouth

University of the West of England

East Anglia

Respondents with collections

Anglia Polytechnic University
0 none
2 minor
0 none

Respondents without collections

Christ’s College, Cambridge

Churchill College, Cambridge

Clare College, Cambridge

Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge

Magdalene College, Cambridge

New Hall, Cambridge

Pembroke College, Cambridge

Peterhouse College, Cambridge

St Catherine’s College, Cambridge

Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

Trinity College, Cambridge

No response

Corpus Christi College, Cambridge

Downing College, Cambridge

Emmanuel College, Cambridge

Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge

Girton College, Cambridge

Jesus College, Cambridge

King’s College, Cambridge

Newnham College, Cambridge

St. John’s College, Cambridge

Selwyn College, Cambridge

Trinity Hall, Cambridge

East Midland

Respondents with collections

University name
Country
Int. Org.
Topic
Visit


Nottingham Trent
6 minor
6 minor
0 none

University of Derby
0 none
0 none
5 minor

University of Leicester
9 sign
17 subs
7 minor
V

Respondents without collections

University College, Northampton

No response

De Montfort

University of Nottingham

West Midlands

Respondents with collections

Coventry
3 minor
1 minor
1 minor

University of Central England
1 minor
0 none
0 none

University of Warwick
33 subs
20 subs
6 minor
V

Respondents without collections

Staffordshire

No response

Aston University

Keele University

University of Birmingham

University of Wolverhampton

Yorkshire and Humberside

Respondents with collections

University of Hull
18 subs
19 subs
11 sign
V

University of Leeds
10 sign
6 minor
2 minor
V?

University of Sheffield
17 subs
17 subs
2 minor
V

Respondents without collections

Leeds Metropolitan University

University of Huddersfield

University of Lincolnshire and Humberside

No response

Sheffield-Hallam University

North 

Respondents with collections

University name
Country
Int. Org.
Topic
Visit


University of Durham
34 subs
20 subs
7 sign
V

University of Newcastle
3 minor
2 minor
0 none

University of Northumbria
6 minor
1 minor
0 none

No response

University of Sunderland

University of Teesside

North West

Respondents with collections

University of Central Lancashire
9 sign
12 sign
1 minor
V

University of Lancaster
10 sign
13 sign
2 minor
V

University of Manchester
1 minor
20 subs
2 minor
V?

Respondents without collections

Liverpool John Moores

Manchester Metropolitan

No response

Bolton Institute

Edge Hill University College

University of Liverpool

Scotland

Respondents with collections

Advocate’s Library
101 subs
23 subs
17 subs
V

Caledonian University
0 none
12 sign
0 none
V?

University of Aberdeen
18 subs
18 subs
2 minor
V

University of Dundee
7 minor
11 sign
6 minor
V?

University of Edinburgh
24 subs
47 subs
0 none
V

Respondents without collections

Robert Gordon University

University of Stirling

No response

Napier University

University of Abertay

University of Glasgow

University of Strathclyde

Wales

Respondents with collections

University name
Country
Int. Org.
Topic
Visit


Cardiff
29 subs
26 subs
11 subs
V

National Library of Wales
*
*
*
V

University of Glamorgan
6 minor
4 minor
0 none

University of Wales, Aberystwyth
9 sign
13 sign
0 none
V

* no formal return was made by NLW because only a portion of the stock is classified and it was difficult for staff to provide the data required. But, in e-mail correspondence it was clear that there was a substantial collection of foreign country and international organisation material held.

Respondents without collections

Swansea IHE


No response

University College of Swansea

Northern Ireland

Respondents with collections

Queen’s University, Belfast
2 minor
3 minor
4 minor

No response

University of Ulster 
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